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Hello Friends, 
here’s how to make sure 
you don’t miss any copies 
of Farthing Wood Friends! - 


GETTING YOUR COPIES 
Please ask a grown up either to place a regular 
order with a newsagent, or take out a subscription. 


HOW TO TAKE OUT A SUBSCRIPTION 

(For readers in UK and Republic of Ireland only) 

We'll deliver Farthing Wood Friends to your door every 
week AT NO EXTRA COST. 


Simply write to: Farthing Wood Subscriptions, 

PO Box 1, Hastings, East Sussex TN35 4TJ or 

telephone 01424 755755. 

You may order as many copies as you like but we suggest 
a minimum of 12 parts. Please include payment with your 
order and be sure to state the part number of the first copy 
you want. You can pay by cheque, postal order or credit 
card. 


If you haven't got) 
all your copies of 
Farthing Wood Friends 


Videos are available with parts 1, 

5 and every fourth part after that. Each 

part with a video costs £5.95 (£2.95 for part 1). 

Whether you’re getting your copies from 

your newsagent or having them sent direct to 

your home, please be sure to state whether you want 
video or non-video versions of these parts when ordering. 


You can calculate the amount to pay for your subscription by 
multiplying the cover price by the number of parts required: for 
example 12 parts without the video x £1.20 will cost £14.40, or 
12 parts with video (3 video parts at £5.95 and 9 non-video parts 
at £1.20) will cost £28.65. You can also order back numbers from 
the above address. Postage and packing are free. 


OVERSEAS 

Subscriptions are available in Australia. Either telephone (03) 872 
4000 or write to: Farthing Wood Friends, MC Box 460, Eastern Mail 
Centre, VIC 3110 enclosing a cheque/money order for the cover 
price x the number of parts you wish to subscribe to (minimum 12 
parts $47.40 without videos or $74.40 with videos every fourth 
part). 

KEEPING YOUR COPIES TIDY 

You can get a Tidy Box to keep your copies in. Each box holds 
26 copies and costs £5.95. Just ask a grown up to write to the 
above address, stating the number of Tidy Boxes you want and 
enclosing the payment. Postage and packing are free. 


HOW TO PAY 

You can pay by cheque, postal order or credit card. Cheques or 
postal orders should be payable to Woodgate (Eaglemoss) Ltd. 
If paying by credit card, be sure to state the cardholder's name, 
type of card (Access or Visa), card number and expiry date. You 
can phone your order on 01424 755755. _ 


Customer enquiries: 01424 755755 
Trade enquiries: 0171 581 1371 4 
Editorial and distribution offices 
Eaglemoss Publications Ltd 

7 Cromwell Road, London SW7 2HR 
Editor: Sarah Pendlebury 

© Eaglemoss Publications Ltd 1996 
The Animals of Farthing Wood is 

© 1992 EBU. 

Licensed by BBC Enterprises Ltd. 
Based on the novels by Colin Dann. 
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Adder and Sinuous slithered up. 

Sinuous began to count the number of rats. 
“Just because you're an adder doesn’t mean 
you have to go around adding everything up,” 
said Adder, sarcastically. 


The number of rats in White Deer Park was 
growing rapidly. At night, they all met by 
the pond to discuss how they were going to 
conquer the Park. 


The moon came from behind a cloud, 
suddenly bathing the drinking rats in 
moonlight. They heard a fox howling. 
Startled, they scattered off in all directions. 


“There are too many,” said Sinuous, “I ate 
one this morning and I’m still full up. 

We could attack them of course, bite them 
to death, but unfortunately they bite back.” 


“Good kill, Charmer. Well done, Whisper,” 
said Ranger. They turned their attentions 
to Bully. Bully tried to escape, but he was 
completely boxed in. 


Bully was left on his own, as Charmer, 
Ranger and Whisper pounced on him from 
behind. Charmer chased and killed another 
rat, which she threw down in the mud 

in front of Bully. 


“Go back to town where you belong,” 
Whisper demanded. Bully started to laugh, 
“There are too many of us for you to kill, and 
more are coming,” he said. “I can hear the 
pretty sounds of squeaking in the air.” 


Far away, Owl was flying fast, trying to shake 
off the moth-eaten rook following her. “I love 
you!” called the rook. “From the first moment, 
I knew you were the mate I’d waited for all 
my long life.” “Go away,” snapped Owl. 


“You’ve been overdoing it,” said Owl. “Do 
you love me just a little bit?” asked the 
moth-eaten rook. “Really!” said Owl, 
outraged. “T think you do,” smiled the rook. 


“There ain’t no power on earth can stop us,” 
Bully continued, “this is our patch now.” Bully 
moved back into the water. “I’ll remember you, 
foxy-foxy,” he hissed, pointing a claw at 
Whisper. Then he disappeared. 


Suddenly, the rook looked rather sick, 

He sank out of the sky with a sickly caw. 

He landed on the bough of an apple tree in 
the middle of a housing estate. Ow] Swooped 
down to see if he was alright. 


“I most certainly do not, I’m looking for 
an owl. Do you understand?” she bellowed. 
“Why don’t you just fly back where you 
came from,” she snapped. 


Owl took a look at her surroundings. 
Her senses told her that she was back in 
Farthing Wood. She got very excited. 
“This is Farthing Wood,” she exclaimed, 
“or where it used to be.” 


Back in the Park, the animals gathered in a 
clearing in front of Fox’s den. 


Spike stepped out of the shadows. “We want 
to know what REALLY frightens rats,” Toad 
said. “Frightens rats? Well, I'd have to say 
we ... weasels,” trembled Spike. 


“I love you,” repeated the rook. “I’m going 

to find myself a nice owl, and when I do, I'll 
tell him what a pest you’ve been,” said Owl. 
Owl took to the air, but the moth-eaten rook 
was too weak to follow her. He began to sob. 


“Tf anyone has an idea of how to get rid of 
the rats, now is the time to speak up,” said 
Vixen. After a worried silence, Toad 
suggested they ask Spike for help. 


Fox wished that Weasel and Measly were 
around to help them. Whisper suggested 
that if they could catch the leader, Bully, 
they might have a chance. 


Next week: Wildcats. 


All About... 


6¢Hello there. I’m 
Mrs Lion and | live in 
the hot, grassy plains 
of Africa. Some people 
call my mate King 

of all the animals. 

| suppose he is rather 
impressive, with his 
huge mane, powerful 
body and mighty roar. 
But although we 
females are smaller 
and our roar isn't 
quite as loud, we 
provide nearly all the 
food for our family 
groups, which are 
called prides. You 
should see us stalking, 
chasing and killing an animal as big as 
a buffalo. Now that's impressive!99 


| am about 2.6m long 
with pale brown fur, a 
black-tipped tail, strong 
feet equipped with sharp 
claws, and a large head. 
| have long, sharp teeth 
which are designed for 
cutting and tearing meat 
and | have excellent 
eyesight. 


In case you didn’t know, | am a carnivore 
and | need an average of about 5kg of 
meat a day to survive - the males need 
about 7kg. We certainly don’t get meat 
every day, but when we do we eat lots to 
keep us going until the next meal. If we 
come across hyenas with a kill, we chase 
them off and finish the carcass ourselves. 
The males get to feed first, then us 
females and last of all the young. 


We females give birth to about two to 

four cubs in a hidden spot in long grass or 
among rocks, away from the rest of the pride. 
Their coats are woolly and spotted and when they 
are about one month old | bring them to join the 
pride. We lionesses are unusual as we are quite 
happy to feed each other's cubs if they are hungry. 
The cubs are very playful and often their father 
doesn’t mind them clambering all over him. They 
do not become skilled 

hunters until they 
are about 18 
months old. 


My mate can be up to 3.3m long and weigh 240kg. 
His thick mane can be blond to very dark. It helps 
to make him look fierce and strong when he has to 
face up to intruders, and if he does get into a fight it 
protects his neck from the teeth or claws of another 
lion. Several of us lionesses (we are usually related 
to each other) live with our cubs in a pride headed 
by a handful of males. It is their job to defend our sd 
territory, which they do by roaring and spraying with da r 
urine, and to protect the family. Roving males, who a »! / 
do not yet belong to a pride, are always on the 4 
lookout to take over from them. 


wey 

THE HUNT 

Hunting is hard work on the African plains 
and only one out of every four or five chases 
by lions is successful. One pair of males, who 
were hunting during the dry season, didn’t 
manage to make a single kill for 26 days. 


All About... 


Hi u nti ng The lionesses spread out 
i and herd the panicking 
66We can hunt small animals, such as zebras towards the gap 
antelopes, on our own, ambushing them between the trees where 
at places like a watering hole or ariver- . j their sister is waiting to 
crossing. But, unlike the other big cats in : ambush them. 


Africa, we also hunt in a pack. That way, 
we can kill much bigger prey, such as 
wildebeest or buffalo, and we use up” 
less energy.99 


The zebras can keep up a speed of 50km per 
hour over a long distance. The lionesses can 
sprint this fast too, but can only keep it up for 
about 100m so it is important for them to pick 
off a zebra quickly. 


why 


The males look after the 

rest of the pride while 

a number of females set 
f out to chase a group of 
i zebras towards a lioness 
who is lying hidden in 
long grass. 


The hidden lioness will choose a slow or weak ue 
zebra and will sprint towards it from her hiding — 
place, knocking it to the ground and then 
suffocating it with a bite to the throat. 
Then the others join her and take their 
turns feeding. 


Dear Fri 


Farthing Wood's craftiest cook! 


ends! We've another 
mysterious masked pair 
this week and a delicious menu idea from 


Michael Brazil, aged 6% 


THE FROG 

The frog’s worst enemy is close at hand, 
With each new house we take their land, - 
Not only that, but without a quiver, 

We dump our sewage into their river. 


A frog starts life as spawn near the surface, 
Little will survive complete metamorphosis, 
Despite the losses incurred at this stage, 
The numbers ensure a few come of age. 


Survival for tadpoles is hard in every way, 
Fish find them tasty and nice easy prey, 
Not only fish, but birds as well, 

Combine to make a tadpole’s life hell. 


Joan 


Sammy Alzaim, aged 6 


Children come with jars and nets, 

Catch and entrap them and treat them like pets, 
First admired and then forgotten, 

Condemned to death they sink to the bottom. 


The adult stage gives little protection, 

The frogs are caught and used in dissection, 
‘Hands on’ experience is good, they say, 

In spite of text books with picture display. 


We must act now, so much is at stake, 

How much more can our environment take? 

No creature is safe, either large or small, 

And man’s selfish interest will cause their downfall. 


Angela McGough, aged 12 


BULLDOZER KNOCKII y 
: ING DOWN Owl's FAVOURITE TREE 
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fy 
‘as “? 


Dominic O’Hanion, aged 5 


THE WOODS 
The rustle of the leaves, 
As the gentle breeze blows, 
The tiny sniff from Mole, 
As he gently blows his nose, 
The bounding of the rabbits, 
As they tumble to and fro’, 
All that is in the woods, 
Is the lively go, 80, $0, 
Fox and Vixen, Rabbit and Hare, 
Badger and Adder, Weasel’s a bit unfair, 
She teases Measly and Mole a bit too, 
But animals of Farthing Wood, 
| have a great love for you. 


Christine McAuliffe, aged 8 


THIS FOXY PAIR IS REALLY MARIA AND 
CHRISTINA BARNEY (AGED 8 AND 5) 


Why can’t you tell a snake a joke? 


*yynd 04 Ga] ou ancy hay asneoag 
Kirsty Jeffery, aged 8 


STEPHEN KELLY, AGED 9, WROTE IN WITH 
THIS MENU FROM ADDER. 

Adder is a wondrous beast, 

For eating she has a gigantic feast, 
Here’s a menu of what she has to eat, 
From heads, tails, legs and feet. 
STARTERS 

Shrew paté a la snake, 

Vole cocktail and Beetle bread 

MAIN COURSES 

Savoury voles, Frogs’ legs in dandelion 
sauce, Mouse chops, Shrew sausages, 
Mouse McNuggets, Vole goujons 
DESSERT 

Elderflower lemonade, Mouse milkshake, 
Croaka cola (frog taste) 

TODAY'S SPECIAL 

Daisy buns with buttercup cream filling 


TRY AND FIND 
MOLE, BADGER, 
RABBIT, TOAD, 
OWL, HARE AND 
KESTREL IN THIS 
WORDSEARCH BY 
PAUL CHAPMAN, 
AGED 11. 


Caroline Jane McLeggan 


Kelly Anne Williams, aged 6 


How do Martians have There is a £5 


their coffee? book token 
“hem Ay eq for anything used 
on this page: 


Bridget Rose Kelly, aged 7 


by Rachel 
Lloyd, aged 9 


<a Kenya is part of the famous 
Serengeti Plains, which 
cross the border into 
; neighbouring Tanzania. 
In July and August over a million wildebeest 
-and thousands of zebras migrate from the 
dry and worn out grasslands of Tanzania to 


The Mara Game Reserve was established in 

1961 to protect endangered animals fronrt 

local Maasai landowners (who need to use the i 
land to grow crops and graze their animals) 

and covers some 1800 square kilometres.99 


Colonel Donk’s Challenge: Black _ icerenatateray 
mamba snakes can be found in ce 3 


the fresh grazing land in Kenya. The instinct | trees, on the ground, or under rocks. =e a 
to migrate in a straight so strong that_.».How many can you count here? _ 
-—— often wildébeest will swin’ ox wade. across a eee}, - <a a = 


_ lake when it would be easier to go round it! 
SEER 


WAIN oe IT 


FREE FARTHING WOOD POSTER 
Remove carefully from your magazine. 
© EBU 1992 Licensed by BBC Enterprises Ltd. 


Secret World of. 
og LAr 
Oe ga A lmanY 4 You should be able to spot four 
: Black mambas slithering through the 
undergrowth. 


The powerful Martial eagle often 
sits alone at the top of a tall tree. 
It hunts on the plains. Some 
local farmers kill these eagles 
because they believe, 
wrongly, that the birds 
take their livestock. 


The largest of the spotted ‘ 
cats is the Leopard. It has few 
enemies in the animal world 
thanks to its skill at climbing 
trees. Leopards are solitary 
animals, who get together only 
to mate. Females give birth 

to about three cubs ina 
hidden spot such as a 
rock crevice. The 
cubs become 
independent 

at about two 
years of age. 


The keen-sighted Kori bustard grows to 
over a metre in height, making it second in 
size only to the ostrich. It stalks the plains 
on its powerful legs, alone or in pairs, eating 
insects, lizards, spiders, frogs and mice 

on its way. 


Of the three species of mamba, 
the Black mamba is the largest, 
growing over 5m in length. 

—~ Surprisingly perhaps, 

/ this snake is not black but a 
‘ue silvery olive colour. When 
y attacked, it inflicts a lightning 
bite, injecting a huge quantity of 
powerful venom into its victim. 


ie 


Wildebeest roam the plains in herds of tens of 
thousands. They are active day and night, looking 
for grazing land and water. During the dry season 
The yapping of _ they will often travel as far as 50km a day in 


Black-backed jackals is often search of a drink. 
heard on the African plains. These 
sociable animals are preyed on 

3 by many large carnivores 
(meat-eaters) such as big 
\ cats, and by rock pythons 
{ and large birds of prey. 


The massive horns and huge 
a size of the African buffalo protect 
Se. it from most predators. Even lions 
‘are often wounded by buffalo. If a 
buffalo herd is under threat, it forms a 
semi-circle, with bulls on the outside 
and cows and calves in the middle. 


delicious chocolate? 


Cacao tree to 
chocolate bar 


This Easter, British people will spend more 
than £230 million on chocolate! As you bite 
into an Easter egg, do you ever stop to wonder 
where chocolate comes from, and how it’s made? 


Piles of beans are covered with 
banana skins and left to ferment 
for a week. Then they are left to dry. 


The beans are cleaned 
and roasted. Then the 
shells are cracked and 
a machine separates 
them from the insides 
(called nibs). 


The nibs are ground to 
make chocolate liquor. 
The chocolate liquor is 
reheated in a ‘conching’ 
machine to improve the taste. 


The chocolate is poured 
into moulds to make 

bars, eggs, etc. Cold air 
is blown over the mould to 
make the chocolate set. 


ENJOYING 
EASTER 


What does Easter mean to you? 
Is it Easter bunnies and bonnets ... 
Easter egg hunts ... going to 
church ... or just lots and lots of 


At harvest time 
workers cut the pods 
off the trees, then 
split them open and 
take out the beans. 


Discovering Nature ? 


Cacao trees are found in 
Africa, South and Central 
America, the West Indies 
and South-east Asia. 
They are evergreen, 
tropical plants that grow 
up to 7.5m tall. 


Every year, each tree 
produces about 25 cacao 
pods, each containing 
about 30 beans. 


EASTER BONNET BISESITS 


Just mix up some ‘icing glue’ and you’re 
ready to make these Easter treats. 


| z WATCH THE EASTER EGG ( 
You'll need at least six people and lots of balloons for this noisy game. —- 


Blow up two balloons per player. The players divide When it gets to the person at the back, he sits on it 
ICING GLUE into two teams and stand in two lines with a pile of and bounces up and down making clucking noises 
balloons in front of each line. The person at the front until the balloon bursts. Then he runs to the front y) 


Mix a heaped spoonful of icing sugar with a little 
hot water until the mixture is smooth, not runny. 
Use it quite thickly or your decorations will drop off 


your hats. You’ll probably have to make up a few 
y batches, or it will start to set before you’ve used it. 
° 


and becomes the new leader. 
Whichever team gets through 
their pile of balloons first, wins. 


of the line picks up a balloon and passes it behind her. x 


crown 


Use chocolate chopped glacé hundreds 


or plain cherries 
round 
biscuits. 


diamonds 


Add food colouring to 
the icing sugar glue. 
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J MT PN al E? 
Echinacea beet UR thee 6 Frise al eo ards he D> 
| you don’t want to have a chick in your card, 5 ‘ . 
you could have an Easter bunny, instead. two pieces of card, 10 x 14cm), ruler, drawn a whole egg on the second postcard. 9@ Give the card as an 
| paper fastener, pin, scissors, pencil, felt Draw a chick in the top half of egg to someone. They'll 
| a Using a ruler, lightly draw tips or coloured pencils, pen ‘ ) this egg. soon work out how to open 
E the egg and find the chick. 
_ pencil lines across a postcard é 99 | 
to find the centre. Put this @ Put the half egg shape | 
postcard on top of another over the second postcard and ? Cut away around | 
_ one, and push a pin through draw round it with a pencil. the chick and its : 
_ the middle of both cards. egg, as shown. ¢ 
Take the pin out. “ 
3 ! NEN > 
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—— 
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2 On the first card, draw a 
zigzag line above the centre line, 
with one of the points above the 
centre hole. Below this line, draw 
half an egg. Write 'A Very Happy 
Easter’ under the zigzag line. 


3 Cut out this shape. 


8 Turn this card upside down y 6) _ 


and write ‘Wishing you’ on it. Sy 
= bond 
§ Put the pin through the cards a 
again, and twist the half egg round 9 Colour in both parts of the Easter card. Use the ( ) 
until it's at the top of the second pin to make the hole in each card a little bigger, then a 
postcard. Draw round it again, push the paper fastener through the holes to hold the 
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EASTER BONNETS 
Which two hats are made out of exactly the 
same things - although they have been put 
together in different ways? 


i i i 
“Hurry! Hurry, or else we'll miss the Citar 
parade!” said Mr Rabbit, as his wife rt ea 
adjusted her newly made Easter bonnet. 

The Rabbit family rushed! out of their burrow 
to where all the animals were gathering. 
Owl looked particularly pleased with herself. 
“She thinks she’s the best,” whispered 
Mrs Rabbit. 
“Well, | think Speedy has done herself 
proud,” replied Mr Rabbit, looking around. 
Suddenly the crowd turned. Whisper had 
appeared, and looked stunning. “She’ll win, for 
sure,” said Mr Rabbit. Owl overheard him 
and was not pleased. { 
Then Hurkel cleared his throat. “If you all line 
up,” he said, “the parade will begin. The path 
you have to take is marked. It will bring you © 
back here where the best Easter bonnet 
will be judged.” 
After a lot of shuffling, the animals were 
on their way. Who do you think will get 
the prize? 


HIDDEN EGGS 

Nine Easter eggs are hidden in the 

scene — can you find'them? 
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BEST PRIZES 


Two Of the prj 

: Prize va 

Whic Yases have 

h of these Pieces wit) die broken, 


EASTER EGGS 
How many Easter eggs are in the 
basket and how many ef them are 
matching pairs? a 


EASTER BONNET 


An easy way to make an Easter bonnet is to 
make a frame on which you can paste or hang 


some decorations. 


You'll need two 
sheets of thin card, 
glue and your own 
decorations. For 
making decorations 
you can use 
wrapping paper, foil, 
crépe and tissue 
paper, ribbon, 
stickers, sequins 


and beads. 
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EGG WORDS 
Look at the picture clues and fill in the boxes c{ 
to make six words beginning with “egg”. 


«——GOOD 
“WOO 


5 | Cut a strip of card, 6cm wide and long 
enough to go round your head. If it isn’t long 


. sits comfortably on your head. 
oo.” 
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enough, join two strips together. Glue the ends 
of the strip together to make a circular band that 


WIN OR LOSE? 
Can you change LOSE to WINS by changing one 
letter at a time? The clues will help you do it. 


2 Cut four long strips, each 3-4 cm wide. 

Glue two of the strips on to the circular band 

so that they cross over each other at the 

centre. Glue the other two strips in the same 

way in the spaces that remain. The finished 

frame should look like this. an * 
3 Now comes the fun. 

Decorate your hat anyway 

you want. You can make 

things out of paper, 

wrapping weird card 

shapes in foil and 

covering them in beads : J 


and sequins. 
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‘ol ; Or use real 
flowers and 
leaves entwined 
with ribbon. Here 
are some ideas. 
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